
By Kathy Boylan 
 
“We could not so help us God do 
otherwise- for we are sick at heart- 
our hearts give us no rest for think-
ing of the Land of Burning Chil-
dren.”  Dan Berrigan speaking for the    
Catonsville Nine. 
 
     On May 17, 1968, as the U.S. na-
palmed, bombed, and slaughtered the 
people of Vietnam, the Catonsville 
Nine, Fathers Dan and Phil Berrigan, 
David Darst, John Hogan, Tom Lewis, 
Marjorie and Tom Melville, George 
Mische, and Mary Moylan, entered 
Draft Board #33 in Catonsville, Mary-
land to seize the Selective Service 
records, and burn them outside with 
homemade napalm.  Setting some 378 
files ablaze in a trash container in the 
parking lot of the draft board, the nine 
prayed together.  In a meditation writ-
ten for the action, Dan wrote, “Our 
apologies good friend for the fracture 
of good order, the burning of paper 
instead of children, the angering of the 
orderlies in the front parlor of the char-
nel house…” 
     The nine were arrested and 
charged with willful injury to govern-
ment property.  They were taken off to 
jail, and the action was reported on 
national news.  On that day, pregnant 
and tired, I sat down with my two ba-
bies to listen to the news on the radio.  
It probably took no longer than a min-
ute to tell, but the story had such a 
powerful impact on my heart that I 
stood up a different person; I was mi-
raculously drawn to the truth of their 
action.   
     My own little brother had died of 
leukemia when we were very young 
and the tragedy of that loss had 
marked my childhood.  The sorrow of 
death was something that I knew well 
and on some level I must have under-
stood that it was the pain of this same 
loss that these brave actors were 
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     The Catonsville action, which infuri-
ated many, inspired others who were 
also sick at heart thinking of the Land 
of Burning Children, to enter draft 
boards and burn the files.  George 
Mische estimates that 3 to 4 million 
files were destroyed in 50-some ac-
tions which followed across the coun-
try.   
     Writing about Catonsville in 1972, 
in his book, Resistance and Contem-
plation, Catholic Worker and theolo-
gian, Jim Douglass, compared the 
1968 raid on the draft office to Jesus’ 
assault on the Temple trading system, 
and Gandhi’s act of picking up a hand-
ful of salt from the seashore.  Accord-
ing to Douglass, “these actions were 
symbols of revolution, symbols of invi-
tation… living statements which invited 
the people to realize their own power, 
if they would only do likewise and act 
in concert.”  He continued, “the target 
[of all three actions] was an exploita-
tive system, in particular the illegiti-
mate authority of those controlling the 
system, and those in power… had to 
find some way of doing away with [the 
resisters.]” 
     What of those whose files were 
burned?  I have only two stories to tell.  
A few years ago as Liz McAlister ac-
companied her nephew through an 
airport, a guard, upon examining her 
driver’s license and recognizing her 
name, told her that his draft file had 
been burned in Catonsville.  And very 
recently, Dan Berrigan conferred with 
a doctor who also gratefully admitted 
that his file had been destroyed. 
     Just like Jesus and Gandhi, the 
Catonsville Nine continue to inspire 
peace activists around the world.  
They urge us to be sick at heart think-
ing of the brutality of those in power 
today who have turned the world into 
the Land of the Burning Children. They 
urge us to act, as they acted, to say 
with our lives, “The war stops here!” 
 

working to spare both the Vietnamese 
and the families of US soldiers.  My 
life vocation as a peacemaker began 
that day and forty years have not di-
minished the urgency of that vocation!   
      During the trial in Baltimore Fed-
eral Court, October 5-9th, 1968, each 
of the defendants explained their in-
tention in acting.  Dan Berrigan’s medi-
tation stated that “they had chosen to 
say with the gift of their liberty- if nec-
essary their lives: the violence stops 
here, the death stops here, the sup-
pression of truth stops here, the war 
stops here.”  David Darst wanted to 
“raise a cry- an outcry at what was 
clearly a crime, a clear and wanton 
slaughter.”  He wanted to “halt the 
machine of death… to hinder the war 
in a literal, physical way.”  He spoke of 
being astonished that “our country 
cannot command the energy to give 
bread and milk to children, yet it can 
rain fire and death on people 10,000 
miles away.”  Tom Lewis, describing 
the draft files as “potential death cer-

tificates,” explained that 
his intent was “to save 
lives and that a person 
may break the law to 
save lives.”  Marjorie and 
Tom Melville acted with 
“the hope that Americans 
would consider seriously 
the points they tried to 
raise [about the war and 
the suffering of the poor 
in Guatemala and Mex-
ico],” and Mary Moylan 
testified that “as a nurse 
her profession is to pre-
serve life.”  She thought 
of “human beings being 
bombed by napalm- 
burned alive by a sub-
stance which does not 
roll off.  It continues 
burning.  By pouring na-
palm on draft files,” she 
said that she wished to 

celebrate life- not engage in a dance 
of death.”  George Mische explained 
that “he sought to follow the higher 
law, to save lives- Vietnamese, North 
and South Americans, and to stop the 
madness,” and John Hogan said, “I 
just want to let people live.  That is all.”  
Finally, Phil Berrigan testified that, 
“their dissent ran counter to more than 
the war which is but one instance of 
American power in the world.”  He 
asked, “How much time is left for this 
country as casualties, Vietnamese and 
American, mount every day and nu-
clear war is staring us in the face?  
That is the question we are concerned 
about- man’s survival.” 
     After only one and one-half hours 
of deliberation, the jury returned a ver-
dict of guilty against the defendants on 
each of three counts: (1) Destruction 
of U.S. property; (2) Destruction of 
Selective Service records; (3) Interfer-
ence with the Selective Service Act of 
1967.  Their sentences ranged from 
two to six years. 
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The Catonsville Nine in a picture taken in the police station   
minutes after the action. From left to right (standing) George 
Mische, Philip Berrigan, Daniel Berrigan, Tom Lewis. From left 
to right (seated) David Darst, Mary Moylan, John Hogan, 
Marjorie Melville, Tom Melville 



he was always trying to act out of the 
Spirit of God whose supreme attribute 
is mercy, with the Father who is “rich in 
mercy” and who “lets His sun shine on 
the righteous and the wicked,” and in 
obedience to the Son whose conversion 
command is mercy, i.e., “I want mercy, 
not sacrifice.” Tom’s life—whether it be 
in his art, his teaching, his protest, his 
Catholic Worker affiliations, or his eve-
ryday demeanor—was a life committed 
to struggling to be an agent of mercy on 
behalf of those who are subjected to the 
power of the merciless. What a life! 
What a witness! What a road on which 
to return to the Source! 
      So maybe, the connection between 
David Darst and Tom in my mind at that 
first instance after hearing of his death 
is not just that they were both partici-
pants in that most prophetic event at 
the Catonsville draft board. Maybe at a 
deeper level it is what is so succinctly 
put forward in today’s first reading from 
the Hymn of the Suffering Servant: “The 
Lord called me from birth,/ from my 
mother’s womb he gave me my name./ 
He made of me a two-edged sword./…
The Lord has spoken/ who formed me 
as his servant from the womb.”  
      For the complete homily, please 
visit our blog at www.DCcatholicworker. 
wordpress.com. 

In Memoriam 
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By  Rev. Emmanuel Charlie McCarthy 
  
      I have known Tom for more than 
twenty-five years. The last time we 
were together was almost six months 
ago when we spent a day reflecting on 
the Nonviolent Jesus and the implica-
tions of His Way of Nonviolent Love of 
friends and enemies. When I heard that 
Tom had died, I was surprised by my 
reaction. My very first thought was of 
Brother David Darst, a Christian Brother 
who was also one of the Catonsville 
Nine with Tom.   
     Over the decades—since Brother 
David’s death in an automobile accident 
soon after being convicted for his par-
ticipation in the Catonsville, Maryland, 
draft file burning—I have often thought 
about him. But, to have his name be my 
first thought after hearing of Tom’s 
death was/is a mystery to be pondered 
by me in the time ahead. 
      I suppose the most obvious expla-
nation for it is that Tom and David were 
one in the most powerfully symbolic 
Christian witness of my lifetime, the 
“napalming” of draft files outside of the 
Catonsville Selective Service Office 
during the mass murder operation 
called the Viet Nam War. 
      As tens upon tens of millions of 
Christians in the United States, includ-
ing a sickening number of prelates and 
personages of distinction, aimlessly 
meandered about or hid in the maze of 
that spiritual pyrite named Christian 
Just War Theory, Tom and David and 
seven other human beings like us, cre-
ated a means whereby to proclaim the 
authentic Word of God to Churches and 
to Christians who were in denial of the 
truth of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
Their proclamation outshines by a hun-
dred billion kilowatts anything a Papal 
Visit, a Billy Graham Crusade or a Pat 
Robinson and Mother Angelica national 
television network ever did in the name 
of Jesus Christ to glorify God, His Way 
and His Truth. 
      In an original work of art (Original 
here not meaning “novel” but rather 
“origin,” as in the Word “through whom 
all things were made,” and who 
“became flesh.”), that required their own 
suffering to create—as well as their own 
freedom, intelligence, empathic capaci-
ties and faith—Tom and his eight co-
conspirators with Christ brought Light 
into a society, into Churches and into 
Christians of all denominations who 
were living in the darkness of the 
shadow cast by the human smoke ris-
ing from Gehenna. In a moment of his-
tory reminiscent of another moment in 
history—the overturning of the money 
changers’ tables in the Temple by Je-
sus—they poured napalm on draft files 
thereby communicating to anyone with 
eyes to see and ears to hear and a 
mind to understand that “burning chil-
dren was inhuman.”   

     It took faith, courage and creativity to 
do what Tom did that May 17 in 1968. 
Without experiential access to the daily 
deluge of evil and suffering that “the 
best and the brightest” in government, 
press, military, Wall Street, academia 
and religion were conjuring up and 
pouring down upon the expendable 
people of Viet Nam and the United 
States at that time, it is difficult to ap-
preciate the depth of faith, courage and 
creativity that were the sine qua non for 
such a radical act of anti-government, 
pro-Christ, prophetic performance art. 
Most citizens of the U.S. and certainly 
most employees of government in 1968 
were still of the mindset of the 1950s, 
which was captured perfectly by the late 
Cardinal Francis Spellman of New York 

when he announced his support of the 
Viet Nam War by quoting Steven Deca-
tur, “My country right or wrong, but my 
country.” Perhaps an even better snap-
shot of the state of the societal and the 
Church mind in which Catonsville took 
place can be seen by a 1966 Life 
Magazine pro-Viet Nam War story that 
contained a photo of a tough looking 
U.S. fighter pilot in full gear with a skull 
painted on his helmet saying to the in-
terviewer: 
We sure are pleased with those back-
room boys at DOW. Their original prod-
uct wasn’t so hot—if the gooks were 
quick they could scrape it off. So the 
boys started adding polystyrene—now it 
stuck like shit to a blanket. But then, if 
the gooks jumped underwater it 
stopped burning, so the boys from 
DOW started adding Willie Peter (WP-
white phosphorous) so to make it burn 
better. It will even burn underwater now. 
And just one drop is enough, it’ll keep 
burning right down to the bone, so they 
die anyway from phosphorous poison-
ing. 
      This was acceptable thinking for 
most of the U.S. population at the time, 
if it thought at all about the horror the 
U.S. Government and the plutocracy 
behind it were creating for ordinary peo-
ple 8,000 miles away. In most 
Churches, academic institutions and 
mass media markets the agony of the 

people of Viet Nam was at best nothing 
more than the “stuff” for an interminable 
morality debate. Then into this artificial 
moral confusion came Tom and his 
fellow followers of Jesus with that “living 
and effective two-edged sword, the 
Word of God, that penetrates even be-
tween soul and spirit, joints and mar-
row, and is able to judge the secret 
emotions and thoughts of people” (Heb 
4:12). And what Truth of God did their 
illegal napalming of paper rather than 
the legal napalming of children bring 
into Christian consciences that were 
supportive of or indifferent to the mass 
murder taking place in Viet Nam? It was 
an unwanted truth—but self-evident 
truth—that almost nobody would con-
sider before Catonsville and few, even 

t o d a y ,  i n  t h e 
Churches or outside 
the Churches are will-
ing to take-in with the 
acute moral serious-
ness it absolutely de-
mands: There is no 
moral difference be-
tween throwing a 
thousand children into 
a fire and throwing fire 
from an airplane on a 
thousand children.  
      Today the same 
fighter pilots, who 
dropped napalm on 
children, women and 
the elderly, are pre-

sented to the people of the U. S. by the 
government and its media outlets as 
war heroes. But, there is no such thing 
as heroism in the execution of evil. A 
mafia hit-man taking great risk in order 
to kill the children of an opposing godfa-
ther is not a hero. Evil does not become 
a scintilla less evil because a person 
put his or her life in jeopardy to do it 
and is subsequently designated a hero. 
Murder decorated with a ribbon is still 
murder—and the burning to death of 
children by the thousands in an unjust 
war is unjust killing, whose name is 
murder. Authentic heroism is freely tak-
ing a grave risk in order to try to do 
good. What Tom did that day almost 
forty years ago was an act of heroic 
mercy, not an act of pseudo-heroic mer-
cilessness. According to the truth of 
what is referred to as the Last Judg-
ment passage in Matthew 25, Tom saw 
children being burned to death and tried 
to help them at a great cost to himself. 
He came to the aid of the burning chil-
dren in the Land of the Burning Children 
with the same abandonment of conse-
quences to self that he would have had 
in coming to the aid of his own child or 
to the aid of the Christ Child in similar 
circumstances. 
      In his Catonsville act of Nonviolent 
Civil Disobedience and in the dozens of 
other actions of Divine Obedience in 
which Tom took part over the decades, 

HOMILY MASS OF THE RESURRECTION for TOM LEWIS  

Artwork by 
Tom Lewis 



Drivers of Resource Wars: 
PEAK OIL & CLIMATE CHANGE 

By Mike Uca-Dorn 
 

• What is Peak Oil? 
2 

 The point at which global oil produc-
tion reaches its maximum rate, at 
which point it will begin its terminal 
decline.  According to Colin Campbell, 
petroleum geologist and founder of 
The Association for the study of Peak 
Oil and Gas (ASPO), conventional 
(cheap) oil peaked in 2005 while all 
categories of oil production will 
peak around 2011. 

 

• So what if conventional oil peaks or 
has peaked? 

 

 Virtually all aspects of the global 
economy and modern societies will be 
negatively impacted.  Transportation, 
petroleum-based products and food 
production are just a few of the  many 
ways we depend on cheap oil.  In food 
production alone, the average plate of 
food in the U.S. travels an average of 
1500 miles before it reaches the table. 

 

• How prepared is the federal govern-
ment in mitigating the effects? 

2 

 According to a February 2007 report 
by the Government Accountability 
Office (GAO), “...there is no coordi-
nated federal strategy for reducing 
uncertainty about the peak’s timing or 
mitigating its consequences.”  Accord-
ing to Dr. Robert Hirsch, a   Depart-
ment of Energy commissioned author, 
mitigation must be implemented at 
least ten years prior to the peak, and 
twenty years preferably. 

 

• How severe is the level of atmos-
pheric Carbon Dioxide today?  

 

 Currently, we are at 385 parts per 
million, that is, 385 greenhouse gas 
molecules per molecule of dry air.  
According to a report released by 
NASA Climatologist Jim Hansen and 
eight other climate scientists in April of 
this year, the target for atmospheric 
CO2 should be no greater than 350 
parts per million in order to preserve a 
planet that is similar to what we’ve 
known.  Hansen states that by placing 
a moratorium on all coal-fired power 
plants that do not sequester CO2,  we 
can potentially get under the 350  
target! 

 

• How many people are projected to 
experience water shortages from a 
2 degree Celsius increase in global 
average air temperature? 
1. Africa:  300-500 million 
2. Asia:  Up to a billion 
3. Latin America:  77 million 
(The Intergovernmental Panel on  
Climate Change states that it is highly 
unlikely that we’ll avoid a 2 degree 
increase.) 
 

Resources: ASPO (www.peakoil.net); UN’s 
IPCC (www.ipcc.ch); UN’s GPF 

(www.globalpolicy.org) 
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Mike and Eda 
Uca-Dorn, the 
newest mem-
bers of Dorothy 
Day House, 
 spent much of 
the spring sea-
son preparing 
for and deliver-
ing teach-ins on 
“The Triple Cri-

sis: Peak Oil, Climate Change, and the 
Impending Resource Wars.”  The following 
is an adapted excerpt from Eda’s presen-
tation on resource wars and conflict due to 
climate change. 

 

     In October of 2003 the Pentagon re-
leased a report entitled, “An Abrupt Climate 
Change Scenario and Its Implications for 
United States National Security.  The re-
port outlined a frightening scenario in 
which dwindling resources including food, 
water, land, and energy, mass migrations, 
and political destabilization caused by cli-
mate change lead to “skirmishes, battles, 
and even wars.”  According to the authors, 
the consequences of climate change must 
therefore be “elevated beyond a scientific 
debate to a U.S. national security concern.” 
While the news that climate change may 
be a greater threat than terrorism to U.S. 
national security has not made it to the 
mainstream US consciousness, the con-
cern over the resource wars to come per-
sists within the Department of Defense and 
in other respected organizations. 
     The Energy Watch Group (an interna-
tional think tank based in Germany) re-
ported in October of last year that world oil 
production peaked in 2006 and will fall by 
half as soon as 2030 leading potentially to 
war and unrest.  Both the United Nations 
and Christian Aid, one of the biggest inter-
national development agencies in the 
world, (and indeed many other organiza-
tions) are beginning to report the costs of 
climate change and presenting warnings 
about the violent conflicts to come.  The 
Global Policy Forum, a UN policy monitor-
ing and accountability, education, mobiliza-
tion, and advocacy organization, has an 
entire section of their website dedicated to 
“The Dark Side of Natural Resources,” 
where there are excellent references for 
armed conflict caused in part by climate 
change, peak oil, and resource depletion. 
     In November 2007, International Alert 
(IA), an independent peacebuilding insti-
tute working with both the EU and the UN, 
released the report “A Climate of Conflict,” 
which revealed some possible human and 
social consequences to global warming, 
including armed conflict and instability en-
suing over complex factors tipped over the 
edge by dramatic resource depletion due 
to climate change.   
     I don’t want to make the claim that there 
is a linear connection between resource 
depletion and armed conflict (although it is 
common sense that wars are fought for 
resources) so I just want to share a bit from 
this report here. 

     It states: “The effect of the physical con-
sequences- such as more frequent ex-
treme weather, melting glaciers, and 
shorter growing seasons- will add to the 
pressures under which [less developed 
countries] already live.  The background of 
poverty and bad governance means many 
of these communities both have a low 
capacity to adapt to climate change and 
face a high risk of violent conflict.”   
     It goes on to say that political instability, 
economic weakness, food insecurity, and 
large-scale migration (caused by the pre-
ceding three factors and armed conflict), all 
set the stage for an unprecedented hu-
manitarian crisis, impacting most direly the 
2.7 billion people who live in the world’s 46 
poorest countries.  Slightly less impacted 
will be the next more developed 56 coun-
tries- home to 1.2 billion people- which will 
be under great strain and possibly become 
destabilized.  The report states of these 56 
countries, “Though the risk of armed con-
flict may not be so immediate, the interac-
tion of climate change and other factors 
creates a high risk of political instability, 
with potential violent conflict a distinct risk 
in the longer term…”   
     These warnings are certainly ringing 
true in a summer of riots and unrest in 
some 33 countries over dwindling af-
fordable food supplies– caused in part 
by the ethanol craze driven by special 
interest benefactors of the mounting 
carbon emissions crisis- and growing 
frustration over government inaction.   
The report continues, “It is too late to be-
lieve the situation can be made safe solely 
by reducing the carbon emissions world-
wide and mitigating climate change.  
Those measures are essential but their 
effects will only be felt with time.  What is 
required now is for states and communities 
to adapt to handle the challenges of cli-
mate change.”   
     Adaption measures suggested include 
“international cooperation to support local 
action… based on peace building, engag-
ing communities’ energies in a social proc-
ess to work out how to adapt to climate 
change and how to handle conflicts as 
they arise.”  The 2003 DoD report, by con-
trast, did not mention the types of strate-
gies for survival outlined in the IA report; 
“As global and local carrying capacities are 
reduced, tensions could mount around the 
world, leading to two fundamental strate-
gies: defensive and offensive.”  (I should 
mention here that the DoD has another 
report and project entitled, “Weather as a 
Force Multiplier: Owning the Weather by 
2025.”)  
     There is no mention of working with our 
allies to formulate a cooperative strategy 
for mutual survival, which I suppose is in 
line with our refusal to comply with interna-
tional emissions standards (such as those 
outlined in the Kyoto Protocals).  There is 
no serious outline of preventing an escala-
tion of climate change by restructuring the 
energy infrastructure in the United States, 
by becoming more energy sustainable, 

independent, or efficient.  The pervading 
culture is one of dominance: we can’t work 
with others and we can’t reconcile our rela-
tionship with the Earth.  In fact, report au-
thor Doug Randall stated in an interview to 
The Observer, 'This is depressing stuff,' he 
said. 'It is a national security threat that is 
unique because there is no enemy to point 
your guns at and we have no control over 
the threat.' 
     Thus rather than demanding strategies 
that help us to radically power down (which 
is no less than what is being called for 
urgently by the most mainstream scien-
tists), rather than entering into a circle of 
resource and power sharing, and working 
to prevent what we can of the untellable 
suffering of billions, there are those in 
power who have (prior to this administra-
tion) and will (after this administration) pur-
sue a "last man standing" mentality. 
     And of course we need not look forward 
to some hellish nightmare of the future to 
see what some of the resource wars may 
look like.  The future is now in Darfur.   The 
war which has seen slain 200,000 seems 
to be fueled by peak oil and climate 
change, both.  (For more on this, see 
Washington Post article, “A Climate Culprit 
In Darfur,” by U.N. Secretary General Ban 
Ki Moon; “War of the Future: Oil Drives 
Genocide in Darfur,” by David Morse for 
www.TomDispatch.com; and Vijay 
Prashad’s article “Destination Darfur, A 
New Cold War Over Oil” from 
www.CounterPunch.com.)  The bloodlet-
ting in Darfur is the precursor to what 
threatens to be decades of war on the 
earth’s most pillaged continent.  Even as 
scientists beseech us to find alternatives to 
petroleum and to power down, our govern-
ment is creating a new central command 
for military operations in 53 African coun-
tries: AFRICOM.  The creation of AFRI-
COM followed recent projections that as 
much as 25% of U.S. oil imports will come 
from Africa by 2015, according to the Na-
tional Intelligence Council a research and 
scenario consultancy arm of the United 
States Intelligence Community and many 
both within and without Africa scoff at the 
DODs claims to humanitarian motivations 
for the expansion. 
     Yet even the horrific genocide in Darfur, 
carved out with so many machetes in bare 
hands, looks small and simple compared 
to the threat of nuclear annihilation on us 
all; the DoD report stated that the resource 
wars might become nuclear in nature.  
     Even more concerning is that the De-
partment of Energy, recently unveiled 
Complex Transformation (previously called 
Complex 2030), a new nuclear weapons 
program,  which promises an arsenal that 
is "smaller, safer, and more usable."  (I do 
not have the time or space in this forum to 
lay out for you the criminality of this pro-
gram.  I would encourage interested read-
ers to check out Dr. Francis Boyle’s book, 
The Criminality of Nuclear Deterrence.)  
     Sisters and brothers, we must not be-
come fatigued or distracted in these most 
dire times.  As it seems that the war in Iraq 
  ...continued on page 6 

R e s o u r c e  W a r s 



Page 4 VOL. 28 NO. 1 THE LITTLE WAY 

Ploughshares Action in Aotearoa/
New Zealand on NSA ECHELON   
System    
On April 30, Adi Leason, Sam Land and 
Dominican Father Peter Murnaneof, 
entered the Waihopai Spy Base. In-
spired by the biblical mandate to beat 
swords into plowshares, they cut 
through three security fences surround-
ing the domes -these are armed with 
razor wire, infrared motion sensors and 
a  h i g h  v o l t a g e  e l e c t r i f i e d 
fence. They then used sickles to deflate 
one of the two 30 metre domes cover-
ing satelite interception dishes. They 
then built a shrine and prayed for the 
victims of the war with no end - the so-
called 'War on Terror' led by the United 
States Empire which also controls the 
New Zealand taxpayer funded Waiho-
pai base. They were charged with inten-
tional damage, and entering a building 
to commit a crime. On May 5, they were 
granted bail on the condition theat they 
not associate with one another and stay 
away from military bases. In their state-
ment they declared: "We are respond-
ing to the Bush administration's admis-
sion that intelligence gathering is the 
most important tool in the so-called War 
on Terror. This war will have no end 
until citizens of the world refuse to let it 
continue. The ECHELON spy network 
including Waihopai, is an important part 
of the U.S. government's global spy 
network and we have come in the name 
of the Prince of Peace to close it down. 
See: http://ploughshares.org.nz 

Arrests mark 25th Anniversary at      
Vandenberg AFB  
On March 3, over 100 people gathered 
to commemorate the 25th anniversary 
of anti-war demonstrations at the Van-
denberg AFB in California. Larry Pur-
cell, Ed Ehmke, and Mary Jane Par-
rine were arrested when they crossed 
onto the base calling upon soldiers to 
abandon their posts and join them.  
They're expected to be prosecuted for 
trespassing.  See:   
www.lacatholicworker.org.  
  
Charges Dropped Against Rev. Year-
wood for Opposing Iraq War  
Rev. Lennox Yearwood, President of 
the Hip Hop Caucus, was informed be-
fore his June 9 court date that his case 
was being dismissed  resuting from his 
participation in the No War-No Warming 
protest on October 22, 2007. Although 
others were arrested at the time of the 
protest, Rev. Yearwood was not. 
Rather, nearly five months after the 
event, Yearwood was charged with 
disorderly conduct and unlawful assem-
bly. Previously,  he had been falsely 
charged with assault on a police officer 
and disorderly conduct when he tried to 
attend a September 11, 2007 House 

hearing during which General David 
Petraeus was scheduled to testify about 
the Iraq war. Yearwood was injured by 
Capitol police for simply questioning 
why he was not allowed into the hear-
ing. These charges were  later dis-
missed.           
 
Activists Convicted of Rivers of 
Blood Action at U.S. Capitol Crypt  
On January 16-18 2008, thirty-one de-
fendants were tried before Judge 
Keary, stemming from the Rivers of 
Blood  action at the U.S. Capitol Crypt. 
On September 20 activists did a die-in 
to end all funding for the U.S. occupa-
tion of Iraq. The protest was sponsored 
by the National Campaign for Nonvio-
lent Resistance and the Declaration of 
Peace.  Each person wore blood-
stained shirts and some wore photos of 
Iraqi victims or U.S. soldiers. Those 

arrested were charged with "disorderly 
conduct"  and "unlawful assembly."  
Everyone was acquitted of "disorderly 
conduct" but found guilty of "unlawful 
assembly."  Keary gave 3-10 day sus-
pended jail sentences and six months 
of unsupervised probation to every-
one.  All were ordered to pay $50-
$100 to the victims of violent crime 
fund.  Some defendants also received 
stay-away orders for the Capitol Crypt. 
See: www.jonahhouse.org  
 
Seven Convicted of Protest at   
B l a c k w a t e r  H e a d q u a r t e r s  
On October 21, seven activists were 
arrested at Blackwater headquarters in 
Moyock, N.C. after they re-enacted the 
Sept. 16 shooting incident in Baghdad 
involving Blackwater contractors in 
which 17 Iraqis died. The activists drove 
a  gray station wagon, marked with im-
provised bullet holes and smeared with 
red paint, onto Blackwater’s front en-
trance. As one person acted dead in the 
driver’s seat, five others got out and laid 
on the ground. The scene was intended 
to depict the shooting in Baghdad’s 
Nisour Square by a Blackwater diplo-
matic convoy. They also smeared red 
handprints on two Blackwater signs. 
Currituck County sheriff’s deputies, 
called to the scene by Blackwater 
guards, placed the seven under ar-
rest.  The six re-enactors arrested were 
Steve Baggarly, Beth Brockman, Mark 
Colville, Peter DeMott, Laura Marks and 
Bill Streit. They were charged with sec-
ond-degree trespassing, injury to real 
property and resisting arrest. Mary 
Grace was also arrested when she 

walked onto Blackwater’s property and 
prayed. The protest was organized by 
the Norfolk Catholic Worker and Black-
water Watch. The seven were held in 
lieu of $1,000 bail and were released on 
October 24.    
The activists were tried on December 5 
in a courtroom closed to the press and 
public. Currituck County District Judge 
Edgar Barnes took the rare step of 
clearing the courtroom after trying one 
of the protesters, Steve Baggarly of 
Norfolk, in public. The remaining six 
were then tried, convicted and sen-
tenced behind closed doors. The seven 
were convicted of second-degree tres-
passing. Six were also convicted of 
resisting arrest, and one of injury to real 
property. The seven received jail terms 
ranging from 10 to 45 days and were 
fined $100 each. They said they will not 
pay the fines. One was ordered to pay 
$450 restitution to Blackwater for dam-
age to its property. All were released 
pending their appeal trial.  In their ap-
peal trial in Currituck County on Janu-
ary 24, the seven were tried and con-
victed. They were sentenced to time 
served (five days). And they were told 
not to return to Blackwater property. 
See : www.blackwaterwatch.net 

No War-No Warming Action  
On October 22, hundreds converged on 
the U.S. Capitol Building to protest the 
wars in Iraq and Afghanistan and the 
Bush administration’s record on climate 
change. Under the banner "No War, No 
Warming"  hundreds of people con-
verged on the U.S. Capitol Building to 
protest the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan 
and the Bush administration’s record on 
climate change. At least 61 people were 
arrested after some blocked a street 
near the Cannon House Office Build-
ing. Seven of the protesters dressed as 
Polar Bears were arrested by Capitol 
Police, as they danced and sang and 
did street theatre and education around 
global warming issues. After a 6-day 
trial on the charge of unlawful assem-
bly, they were acquitted of unlawful 
assembly; however, DC Superior Court 
Judge Rafael Diaz convicted them of 
"Failure to Obey a Police Order." See: 
www.priceofoil.org. 

Imprisoned Priests Freed After Serv-
ing Five Months for Torture Protest  
On October 17, 2007, Fr. Louis Vitale, 
OFM, and Fr. Stephen Kelly, SJ  were 
sentenced to 5 months in prison for 
attempting to deliver a letter to then-
commander Major General Barbara 
Fast at Fort Huachuca, AZ, home of the 
U.S. Army Intelligence Center and 
school for interrogation, denouncing 
torture and the Military Commissions 
Act of 2006. At the beginning of their 
hearing, they changed their pleas to no 
contest, and later told the court they 
could not accept any sentence that in-
cluded supervision, a fine, or compul-
sory community service. They were 

taken into custody immediately after 
sentencing. In a statement read to sup-
porters they declared: "The real crime 
here has always been the teaching of 
torture at Fort Huachuca and the prac-
tice of torture around the world.  Be-
cause the court will not allow the truth 
of torture to be a part of our trial, we 
plead no contest.” Following their arrest 
in November, 2006, they were charged 
with one federal count of trespass and 
later with an additional Arizona state 
count of "Failure to Comply with Police 
Officer". They were sentenced to 3 
months in prison for the federal convic-
tion, plus 2 months for the state convic-
tion. See: www.tortureontrial.org 

20,000 Surround Justice Department 
During Hate Crimes Protest 
On November 16, over 20,000 demon-
strators surrounded the Justice Depart-
ment in Washington to protest the fed-
eral government’s handling of the Jena 
Six case and to call for increased en-
forcement of hate crimes legislation. 
The march was organized by the Rev. 
Al Sharpton and the National Action 
Network. In early November, USA To-
day reported that the number of hate 
crimes being prosecuted by the Justice 
Department has dropped by 71 percent 
over the past decade.  

20,000 Protest School of the Ameri-
cas in Georgia--11 Arrested 
On November 16-17,over 20,000 peo-
ple gathered outside the gates of Fort 
Benning to demand the closing of the 
Western Hemisphere Institute for Secu-
rity Cooperation—formerly known as 
the School of the Americas. Eleven 
people were arrested and charged with 
criminal trespass. The U.S. military 
uses the school to train Latin American 
soldiers in combat, counterinsurgency 
and counter-narcotics. Frequently 
dubbed the “School of the Assassins,” 
critics say the school’s graduates are 
responsible for some of the worst hu-
man rights abuses in Latin Amer-
ica. This was the 18th annual Vigil to 
Close the SOA. On Janaury 28, the 
eleven were found guilty and given 
prison sentences ranging from 30-90 
d a y s .  S e e :  w w w . s o a w . o r g . 
  
Ft. Huachuca Resisters Arrested, 
Jailed, Convicted and Fined 
On November 18, 300 people rallied 
against torture outside the gates of Ft. 
Huachuca. Betsy Lamb, Mary Burton 
Riseley, and Fr. Jerry Zawada, OFM 
went on to the base to denounce the 
practice of torture and were taken into 
custody and charged with criminal tres-
pass on a military installation and failure 
to comply with a police officer. At a de-
tention hearing on December 6 in fed-
eral court in Tucson, Magistrate Hector 
Estrada  ordered that Lamb and 
Zawada be kept in custody until their 
February 4 trial because they "remain a 
flight risk, and are a danger to the com-

RESISTANCE UPDATE 
Compiled by Art Laffin 



Page 5 THE LITTLE WAY SUMMER 2008 

munity."  On February 4,  Magistrate 
Judge Jacqueline Marshall found 
Zawada, Lamb and Riseley guilty of the 
charges of trespass and failure to obey 
an officer and imposed the same sen-
tence on each of the three: two years of 
supervised probation, and a $5000 fine 
or 500 hours of community service. She 
told the defendants that they could do 
their community service by participating 
in demonstrations, handing out leaflets 
and other legal forms of protest. She 
also advised them that they could ask 
for an early end to their probation as 
soon as they either paid the fine or 
completed their community service. 
Soon after, Lamb and Zawada were 
released from custody. See: http://
tortureontrial.org.  
 
S e a s o n s  o f  D i s c o n t e n t - - A            
Presidential Occupation Project 
For update, please refer to our blog:  
www.DCcatholicworker.wordpress.com 
         
Holy Innocents Faith and Resistance 
Retreat  
For update, please refer to our blog:  
www.DCcatholicworker.wordpress.com 
         
80 Arrested at U.S. Supreme Court in 
Shut Down Guantanamo Protest 
On January 11, 2008, 80 people were 
arrested at the U.S. Supreme Court as 
part of Witness Against Torture's Janu-
ary 11th action to Shut Down 
Guantánamo to mark six years of unjust 
imprisonment and abuse for the men 
held in Guantánamo. About half were 
arrested inside the U.S. Supreme 
Court; the others were arrested on the 
steps of the Court. Many of the arrest-
ees were denied food and water for 
most of the 30-some hours they were 
detained .     
 
About 70 of those arrested withheld 
their legal name and instead gave the 
name of a detainee upon arrest. When 
they appeared in court on January 12, 
they gave their legal name but stated 
that their arrest on behalf of a detainee.  
Thus the names of Guantanamo prison-
ers were read into a U.S. court record 
for the first time. People were charged 
with "unlawful free speech on Supreme 
Court grounds." People who were ar-
rested inside the building received an 
additional charge of "causing a ha-
rangue within the supreme court." This 
charge was later dropped. Arrestees 
included members of the Witness 
Against Torture's original delegation 
who walked to Guantanámo to try to 
visit the prisoners. The arrests followed 
a solemn march from the National Mall 
of 400 persons that included a proces-
sion of activists dressed like the 
Guantánamo prisoners in orange jump-
suits and black hoods.  The event was 
part of an International Day of Action 
that was endorsed by over 100 groups 
and included 83 events around the world.  
From May 27-30, 35 people were tried by 

Judge Gardner in D.C Superior Court. At 
the onset of the trial 15 people, dressed in  

      Art Laffin, Kate Grady DeMott, Martha 
Hennessy, Leah Grady Savitz, Patrick 
Stanley and Tom Feagley hold banner on 
steps on the plaza in front of the Supreme 
Court.. Photo by Liz McAlister.               

orange jump suits, declared to the court 
that they would remain silent in solidar-
ity with Guantanamo prisoners who are 
not allowed to speak in a U.S. court. 
Despite compelling testimony and evi-
dence that the Jan. 11 protest was justi-
fied on moral and legal grounds, and 
despite government witnesses failing to 
identify any individual committing a 
crime, Judge Gardner found all but one 
person guilty. He ordered that if each 
person could not pay a $50 fine the 
same day, they would be placed on 
supervised probation until they paid. 
Twelve people were given jail sen-
tences from 1-15 days when they said 
they could not comply with a one year 
probation restriction. The reminder of 
the group opted to pay a mandatory 
$50 fine and were placed on one year 
unsupervised probation. They were also 
given suspended jail sentences ranging 
from 10-30 days and a one year stay 
away order from the Supreme Court. 
See:http://   witnesstorture.org
  
G h o s t s  o f  W a r  P r o t e s t 
On March 12, Maria Allwine, Ellen 
Barfield, Tim Chadwick, Joy First, Ju-
dith Kelly, Art Landis, Linda Letendre, 
Max Obuszewski, Manijeh Saba and 
Eve Tetaz, were arrested in the gallery 
of the U.S. Senate. They acted as the 
"Ghosts of the Iraq War" and stood up 
individually to announce "I am a ghost 
from the Iraq War. While I died need-
lessly, I am here to demand an end to 
the funding of the war so that others do 
not have to die." The defendants are 
facing a charge of disorderly conduct/
disruptive conduct, which carries a pos-
sible sentence of six months in jail and/
or a $500 fine. They will be tried by a 
jury on July 16.  
  
D.C. Protests Mark 5th anniversary 
of U.S. Occupation of Iraq 
*On March 7, during the Interfaith Wit-
ness for Peace for Iraq, 44 members of 
various faith groups were arrested in 
the Hart Senate Office Building for 
prayerfully appealing to Congress 
to end all funding for the Iraq war. 
Three people will be tried in late June.                                                             
*On March 12, Led by students and 
youth, STOP-LOSS CONGRESS, a 

nationwide grass-roots coalition of more 
than fifty broadly diverse organiza-
tions,  was joined by veterans who have 
endured involuntary extensions (Stop-
Losses) of their tours of duty. Members 
of Stop-Loss Congress blocked the 
parking lot exits at the Hart Senate Of-
fice Building and the Rayburn House 
Office Building. 30 people were ar-
rested by the Capitol  Pol ice.                                       
*On March 19, The War Resisters 
League held an early morning march to 
the Internal Revenue Service to focus 
on the hundreds of billions spent on the 
Iraq War. Affinity groups blocked the 
three entrances to the building. The 
Federal Protective Service arrested 32 
peple. Most of the activists, if not all, 
paid the $50 citation release.                                            

Holy Week Faith and Resistance   
Retreat  
From March 19-22, about 80 people, 
including students from St. Johns Uni-
versity and the College of St. Benedict's 
in Minnesota, Loras College in Iowa, 
and people from the New Jerusa-
lem Community in Philadelphia, gath-
ered in Washington, DC  to reflect on 
the meaning of the cross as the instru-
ment of domination in the time of Christ, 
and how weapons of mass destruction--
the threat and actual use of them--are 
instruments of domination now.  On 
Holy Thursday a witness was held at 
the Navy League Arms Bazaar at the 
Marriott Hotel to address the horror of 
150 weapons manufacturers seeking to 
sell their weapons of death. Some went 
into the hotel and spoke out with ban-
ners, leaflets, voices—all were escorted 
from the hotel and down the drive. 
Some unfurled their banners as they 
left. Others remained outside leafletting 
and doing street theater on the theme 
of the cross as a symbol of domination 
and execution in the Roman Empire, 
just as nuclear weapons are symbols of 
domination and execution now.  On 
Good Friday, we entered the Pentagon 
grounds in a solemn procession. Tim 
Fryett,  Peter Pedemonti, Peter De-
Mott, Susan Crane, Steve Miller sought 
to block the entrance and were quickly 
arrested; two others—Claire Grady and 
Eve Tetaz knelt on the grass. Eve was 
dressed in sackcloth, remembering 
Rachel weeping for her children. All 
were charged with "disobeying a lawful 
order" and were released. Two others 
were also arrested.  On Holy Saturday, 
at the White House, we read the names 
of Iraqi and American dead, as well as 
n a m e s  o f  t h o s e  h e l d  a t 
the Guantanamo military prison. Steve 
Baggarly, Kristin Sadler, Bill Streit, and 
Eve Tetaz were arrested for holding 
signs on the White house side-
walk.Their charges were dismissed on 
June 17.  On June 20, those arrested at 
the Pentagon appeared in U.S. District 
Court in Alexandria, VA.  All but Peter 
and Susan were dismissed.  When the 
prosecutor informed them that a trial 

would be postponed,  Peter and Susan 
decided to plead guilty with an explana-
tion.  They were each fined $100. For 
more info: www.jonahhouse.org 
Immigrant Rights Protests: Tens of 
thousands of people marched across 
the nation Thursday in what has be-
come an annual May Day protest for 
immigrant rights. Although smaller than 
previous years, large marches were 
held in New York, Chicago, Detroit, 
Houston, Los Angeles and Milwaukee. 
This year’s protests focused on the 
recent spike in deportations, which rose 
44 percent last year to 280,000.                   
For more info about Sue Frankel-
Streit’s and Jeff Winder’s three day  
boarder-crossing in the Arizona-Mexico 
desert in April to call attention to the 
immigration crisis contact: littleflow-
ercw@wildmail.com. 
 
Dockworkers Shut Down Ports in 
Anti-war Protest: On May 1, the Inter-
national Longshore and Warehouse 
Union reported more than 25,000 dock-
workers stayed off the job to protest of 
the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. 
Twenty-nine West Coast ports were 
affected. The action came despite an 
arbitration ruling ordering the dock-
workers to report to work.                                          

40th Anniversary Witness of the 
Catonsville Nine action: On May 17 
about 50 people, wearing peace T-
shirts, tried to enter the Andrews Air 
Force Base Open House Air Show but 
were turned away by security. They 
then vigiled outside the air show holding 
banners which said: “War is Not a 
Game-Love Your Neighbor.”  There 
was also a  May 18 vigil at the original 
site of the Catonsville Nine action.                  

Indian Workers Hunger-Strike: On  
May 14th, a group of Indian guest work-
ers who broke an 18-month U.S.-Indian 
labor trafficking chain earlier this year, 
launched a water-only hunger strike in 
D.C. to demand the right to safely par-
ticipate in a criminal trafficking investi-
gation into their former employer,  Sig-
nal International, and U.S. and Indian 
recruiters. They also demanded Con-
gressional hearings into abuses of the 
guest worker visa program in the U.S. 
Gulf Coast, as well as concrete action 
from the Indian government to protect 
future Indian workers. The hunger-strike 
culminated in a June 11 rally at the Jus-
tice Department.   Visit:    
www.neworleansworkerjustice.org    

SAAB Microwave Becoming2 
Ploughshares:  On June 26, 2008, Ulla 
Røder, from Denmark, and Per Hern-
gren from Sweden, used blacksmith 
hammers to disarm military radar at 
SAAB Microwaves test range at Möln-
dal and planted fig trees in the area 
around the factory.  They were arrested 
and are awaiting charges.  See 
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Excerpt of Art Laffin's Closing State-
ment for Guantanamo Trial D.C.    
Superior Court, May 29, 2008 
  
     My name is Arthur Laffin and I am 
representing Mane'I al Otaybi, a Saudi 
national who was 25 years old when he 
was taken into U.S. custody in Afghani-
stan.  He died at the Guantanamo mili-
tary prison on June 10, 2006 of a re-
ported suicide. To date, there has been 
no independent investigation of his 
death or of the others who have died at 
Guantanamo.  We remember these 
dead prisoners in a special way here in 
this court today.  
      The government has asserted that 
this case is not about Guan-
tanamo.  We respectfully disagree.  In 
our defense, we have put forth to this 
court overwhelming evidence that the 
US government has engaged in crimi-
nal conduct.  What is at issue here is 
what do citizens do when all three 
branches of government are in violation 
of divine law, international law, and its 
own constitution.  When habeas corpus 
rights are denied to persons, when per-
sons are held indefinitely without being 
charged, when persons are tortured by 
U.S. personnel in violation of the Ge-
neva Conventions and the Eighth 
Amendment to the Bill of Rights, we 
citizens have a right and a duty to peti-
tion the government and to seek re-
dress. This is what we defendants did 
on January 11.  
     You have heard evidence that we 
wrote a letter to the Supreme Court 
Justices well in advance of January 11. 
To date we have received no re-
sponse.  We went to the Supreme 
Court on January 11 to appeal in per-
son to the justices, imploring them to do 
their job and administer justice. 
     Our actions were nonviolent and 
prayerful.  We carried the names of the 
Guantanamo prisoners in our hearts, 
and once arrested, gave the names of 
the prisoners instead of our own 
names. Throughout our 30 hours of 
incarceration, and throughout this entire 
court case, we have continued to state 
that we are here on behalf of these pris-
oners.  
     We also submit that we had a Con-
stitutional right and requirement to be 
outside and inside the Supreme Court. 
It is a grave miscarriage of justice that 
our First Amendment Right to Freedom 
of Speech stops as soon as we step 
from the sidewalk to the first step of the 
Supreme Court.  
     Judge Gardner, we contend our ac-
tions were morally and legally justified 
and that we had no other recourse than 
to take the action we did.  We should 
never have been arrested in the first 
place.  Our intention on January 11 was 
not to commit a crime.  Our action was 
clearly in accordance with God's law  
which calls us to uphold the sacredness 
of all life, and International law and the 
U.S. Constitution.  On January 11, as 

www.jonahhouse.org 

BRIEFS:  
Ted Glick, coordinator of the U.S. Cli-
mate Emergency Council, ended his 
107 day "Climate Emergency Fast" on 
December 20.  During the fast 
he participated in numerous protests to 
call attention to the global climate crisis 
and advocating concrete steps the U.S. 
and other nations can take to save our 
planet. See: http://indpol.igc.org.      
John Dear, S.J., was sentenced in 
February by U.S. District Judge Don 
Svet to 40 hours of community service 
and $510 in fines and court costs, and 
probation. Dear and eight others were 
arrested in the Federal Building in 
Santa Fe on Sept. 26, 2006 after being 
denied access to Sen. Pete Domenici's 
office to present him with a "Declaration 
of Peace" to end the Iraq war.   
Robert Lovelace, an Algonquin leader 
in Canada, was sentenced to 6 months 
in prison on February 15 for refusing to 
obey an Ontario judge's order to stop 
blocking trucks from entering Frontenac 
Venture's mining claims on the First 
Nation's traditional land.                                                   
Mordechai Vanunu, an Israeli nuclear 
whistle-blower, appealed his six month 
prison sentence on May 13 for violating 
post release restrictions, including 
speaking with foreigners and foreign 
media.  Despite already completing his 
18 year prison sentence, Vanunu has 
been under severe restrictions since his 
release from prison in 2004. He faces a 
six months prison sentence at his next 
court hearing on July 8. For more info: 
http://vanunu.com                                
David Barrows was sentenced on April 
23 in D.C. Superior Court to 18 months 
supervised probation, six months im-
prisonment suspended, 100 hours of 
community service and a $1,100 fine 
with $500 suspended. Barrows was 
convicted on April 2 for unlawful con-
duct in Congress on Sept. 11, 2007 
during testimony given by Gen. David 
Petraeus before the Senate Armed Ser-
vices Committee.                
Write the Prisoners:  Please see 
www.jonahhouse.org for addresses of 
peace prisoners and other prisoners of 
conscience. 

Resource Wars, continued from page 3  

is winding down (although many intelligent 
persons concede that it has already transi-
tioned into an endless occupation) and the  
presidential elections approach us, we 
must not forget that the work for peace 
with justice has not been completed.  
These are the most terrible times but 
they are the most hopeful times as well, 
as few moments so uniquely call us to 
courageous persistence in the face of 
insurmountable odds.  Humanity and 
the Earth herself depend on that cour-
age and I trust that something marvel-
ous will emerge from it. 

prisoners whose lives are endangered  
at the Guantanamo U.S. Military 
Prison.  There is an imminent harm 
here, an emergency! The Center for 
Constitutional Rights, Amnesty Interna-
tional, lawyers for the prisoners, and 
released prisoners have all documented 
the torture they have experienced.  To 
protest their brutal treatment and the 
desecration of the Quran, many Guan-
tanamo prisoners have gone on hun-
ger-strikes.  As documented by the New 
York Times and other media, prisoners 
who went on hunger-strikes were 
placed in special restraint chairs, 
bound, had feeding tubes forced down 
their noses and throats, and were left in 
these restraint chairs for up to 24 hours 
– in an attempt by authorities to get 
prisoners to end their hunger-strike.  In 
effect, these prisoners were tortured for 
simply trying as an act of last resort to 
seek justice.  We acted on January 11 
to protect the lives of these prisoners 
and to prevent an imminent harm from 
occurring.  
     Article 6, Section 2 of the U.S. Con-
stitution states that any law or treaty 
that the U.S. is party to is the supreme 
law of the land and binding on all U.S. 
courts (including this one). The Geneva 
Conventions, which the U.S. signed, 
has been, and continues to be blatantly 
violated.  The Nuremberg Principles, 
which the U.S. helped write, state that 
individuals have a duty to prevent 
crimes against humanity from occurring 
and that if people don't act to prevent 
such crimes, they are actually complicit 
in them.  We, who are on trial today, 
along with many friends, refuse to be 
c o m p l i c i t  i n  t h e s e  c r i m e s . 
      We ask:  Where are the judges and 
the legal professionals when it comes to 
confronting the criminal acts of our gov-
ernment?  Will we be here five years 
from now?  How many more people 
have to suffer before we end this      
horror?    
      This is an historic moment. If justice 
is to come for the prisoners and Guan-
tanamo, and all secret U.S. torture cen-
ters are to be closed, it will happen be-
cause judges like you spoke out and 
people across the political spectrum 
took nonviolent action to petition our 
government to make this a reality.   
      Judge Gardner, we are part of a 
long nonviolent tradition of people of 
faith and conscience, people who have 
risked their freedom, and in some cases 
their lives, to bear witness to truth.  Wil-
liam Penn stated: "Always put justice 
above the law."  And St. Paul writes: 
"Love is the fulfillment of the law."  As 
you determine the outcome of this case, 
we ask you to put justice above the 
law.  We appeal to you to act in the 
name of justice, in the name of victims, 
in the name of truth and love, and find 
us innocent.  We invite you Judge 
Gardner, and Prosecutor Acevedo, and 
all the court personnel to join with us as 
we seek to bring about justice for the 

your help and would most welcome 
your participation.  
  
After this statement was offered, a 
poem by a Guantanamo was read. 
Each defendant then stood and gave 
the name of the prisoner they repre-
sented and said they joined in this and 
another closing statement. Despite the 
prosecutor’s objection, a moment of 
silence was observed for the prisoners. 
On June 12 the U.S. Supreme Court 
ruled in a 5-4 decision that Guan-
tanamo prisoners have a constitu-
tional right to have their cases heard 
before a U.S. court. 



Important Info About the 
U.S. War in Iraq 

 
Iraq War Costs 
As of June 26, 2008, the costs for 
the Iraq war alone are as follows:  
Total Dollar cost: $531,607,150 
Per Household: $4,681 
Per Person: $1,721 
Daily Cost: $341.4 million 
(www.nationalpriorit ies.org/
costofwar_home) 
U.S. Casualties: As of June 10, 
2008- 4,094 
Wounded: Between 29,628—
100,000 
(antiwar.com/casualties) 
Iraqi Deaths: 1,197,469 
(justforeignpolicy.org/iraq 
 
Winter Soldier 
From March 13-16 over 200 veter-
ans and active duty U.S. soldiers 
from the Afghanistan and Iraq inva-
sions and occupations gathered in 
Silver Spring, MD to share their 
personal stories. Sponsored by the 
Iraq Veterans Against the War, the 
gathering, Winter Soldier: Iraq and 
Afghanistan Eyewitness Accounts 
of the Occupations, was replicated 
from the Winter Soldier Hearings 
held in Detroit, MI in 1971 by the 
Vietnam Veterans Against the War. 
Videos of the gripping testimonies 
that were shared by the soldiers 
can be viewed at www.ivaw.org. 
(Coutresy of Catholic Agitator, April 
2008, pg. 7) 
 
U.S. Soldiers Suicides 
Eighteen American war veterans kill 
themselves every day.  One thou-
sand former soldiers receiving care 
from the Department of Veterans 
Affairs attempt suicide every month.  
More veterans are committing sui-
cide than are dying in combat over-
seas. 
 
Of the 1.6 million US soldiers who 
have been deployed in Iraq and 
Afghanistan, 18-20 percent -- or 
around 300,000 -- show symptoms 
of post-traumatic stress disorder 
(PTSD), depression or both, said 
Thomas Insel, head of the National 
Institute of Mental Health. An esti-
mated 70 percent of those at-risk 
soldiers do not seek help from the 
Department of Defense or the Vet-
erans Administration, he told a 
news conference launching the 
American Psychiatric Association's 
161st annual meeting here. 
 
Source:  Aaron Glantz, May 11, 
2008 Common Dreams.  See:   
website  WarComesHome.org for a 
complete archive of Winter Soldier 
2008. 
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The following letter, which was signed 
by over 1,600 people, was sent to Pope 
Benedict in advance of his meeting with 
George Bush. Tragically, when the 
Pope met with Bush, there was no re-
port of him publicly calling on Bush to 
end the criminal U.S. occupation of 
Iraq. During the Pope’s D.C. visit, mem-
bers of the DDCW joined with others in 
holding banners and signs with the 
Pope’s words against the war, and ap-
pealing again to the Pope to call on the 
U.S. and the U.S. Catholic bishops to 
end the war immediately. 
 
 
To His Holiness, Pope 
Benedict XVI 
 

By Stephen Kobasa 
 
Most Holy Father:   
     In your own words, “today we should 
be asking ourselves if it is still licit to 
admit the very existence of a ‘just war’.” 
Yet, during your upcoming visit to the 
United States, you are planning to meet 
with President George W. Bush, whose 
empty justifications for the violence in 
Iraq lead to increasing numbers of 
dead, injured and displaced people. 
Iraqi civilians still endure the “continual 
slaughter” which you described in your 
2007 Easter Sunday address. 
     Shortly before the U.S. invaded Iraq, 
you rightly declared that “there were not 
sufficient reasons to unleash a war.” 
You’ve also called attention to the terri-
ble new technologies which cause in-
discriminate destruction. Five years 
later, how much more reason you have 
to call for an immediate end to this war, 
and to refuse to meet with the President 
of the United States until that is accom-
plished. 
     If you kneel in grief and outrage be-
fore the cross of the tortured Christ, can 
you offer your blessing to a head of 
government who excuses the most ter-
rible abuses of human minds and bod-
ies as “legal”? 
     If meet with him you must, then meet 
as a prophet should - issuing a warning 
and an invitation to repentance. Cour-
tesy cannot be used as an evasion of 
our biblical faith. Ezekiel was repeatedly 
reminded of his responsibility to admon-
ish those doing evil if he desired to es-
cape sharing in the responsibility for 
their sins. Shouldn’t any of us who rec-
ognize the horror of what is happening 
in Iraq be condemned if we are silent? 
You are scheduled to be in Washington, 
D.C. on the anniversary of your birth. 
We feel sure that you will be thinking of 
the countless children of Iraq who never 
reached their fifth birthday. In 2005 
alone, 122,000 Iraqi children under age 
five died. There are many, both within 
the Church and outside of it, who long 
for your voice to speak for those inno-
cent dead and - face to face with those 
whose policies denied all respect for 
their lives - demand that the killing stop. 

New Books 
 
JFK and the Unspeakable:Why He 
Died and Why It Matters, by James 
Douglass. Orbis Books, 2008. 
James Douglass, renowned theologian 
and peacemaker, lays out the journey 
that led JFK in the course of three years 
from his position as a traditional Cold 
Warrior to his determination to break 
with the logic of the Cold War and lead 
the world in a new direction. This se-
quence of steps led his adversaries in 
the military and intelligence establish-
ment to view him as a traitor who had to 
be eliminated. Only by understanding 
the truth behind the murder of JFK can 
we grasp his vision and assume the 
urgent struggle for peace today. 
 
America In Peril, by Bob Aldridge. 
Hope Publishing House, 2008. 
Bob Aldridge, former Lockheed worker 
turned writer and peacemaker, exam-
ines how a small group has taken 
power in the U.S. under the guise of a 
“war on terror” and “national security” is 
systematically undermining democracy 
and scrapping the Constitution. The 
book analyzes how the government is 
not only keeping tabs on the populace 
but also steadily eroding humanitarian 
law. See: www.plrc.org. 
 
The Catholic Worker After Dorothy: 
Practicing the Works of Mercy in a 
New Generation, by Dan McKanan. 
Liturgical Press, 2008. 
This book is a fresh and insightful look 
at the Catholic Worker and the move-
ment’s continued growth and vitality. 
 
The Duty of Delight: The Diaries of 
Dorothy Day, by Robert Ellsberg.  
Marquette University Press, 2008. 
Dorothy Day's diaries were closed to all 
researchers until November 29, 2005, 
whereupon Robert Ellsberg took up the 
task of editing them. Beginning in 1934 
Dorothy Day continued to keep a diary 
until a few days before her death in 
1980, reflecting on the changing politi-
cal and economic times, from the De-
pression to the Vietnam War, and de-
scribing her own personal struggles,  
relationships, and travels.  
 
Jesus for President, by Shane Clai-
borne and Chris Haw. Zondervan, 
2008.  
This book is a project to provoke the 
Christian political imagination. Some 
have called it an “animated theology” 
meant to help Christians re-imagine 
what it means, amid all the election 
buzz,  to be the people of God. See: 
www.jesusforpresident.org. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Biblical Admonition in this 
Election Season 

Contemporary Adaptation of 
Psalm 146 

 

By Art Laffin 
 

Praise God our Creator, Source of all 
life.  

I will sing praise to God as long as I 
live. 

Do not put your trust in princes and 
presidents,  

in mortals, in whom there is no salva-
tion.  

When they die they, too, return to 
earth;  

on that very day their plans perish. 
 

Happy are those whose hope is in the 
Lord, their God, 

who made heaven and earth, 
the sea and all that is in them; 

who keeps faith forever; 
who executes justice for the op-

pressed; 
who gives food to the hungry;  

who labors for the common good and 
the beloved community. 

 
For the Lord sets prisoners free, 
and opens the eyes of the blind; 
the Lord raises up those who are 

bowed down 
and loves those who do what is right.  
The Lord watches over the strangers, 

refugees and homeless  
and upholds the orphan, the widow 

and the immigrant. 
 

But the way of the wicked—those who 
commit acts of violence, who kill,  

exploit, wage war, perpetrate injustice, 
trust in idols, demonize and scape-

goated are brought to ruin! 
God is sovereign over all earthly rulers 

and powers. 
God, alone, is our Judge—it is God 

who will have the last word! 
God will reign forever— 

not presidents, judges or generals, the 
rich and powerful. 

  
To all earthly rulers, 

to all who hold political power, to peo-
ple everywhere— 

take notice: do what God requires— 
follow God's commands, not opinion 

polls. 
End all poverty, killing, warmaking; 

beat all swords into plowshares; 
renounce all idolatry; 

eradicate racism and all forms of dis-
crimination; 

stand with the victims. 
 

Happy are those who put their trust in 
God.  

Blessed are those who hunger and 
thirst for justice;  

who care for the earth and practice     
unconditional love;  

who do the works of mercy and peace; 
who work for reconciliation for all        

peoples.   
  

Let all generations praise God. 
Let us praise God forever! 



is pregnant and due in September. 
Lessly and Alexander are very excited.  
 
Congratulations to the Rosales Family 
on their new home not far from DDCW. 
We wish them all the best.  
 
Sr. Ichikawa is sharing her peaceful 
presence around the world. She is 
drumming and chanting for peace at 
Buddhist temple celebrations from D.C. 
to Japan and several countries in be-
tween. I miss her, but she will be back 
soon.  

 
Joel, Esther’s son, graduated from 8th 
Grade at Sacred Heart Catholic School. 
He is happy to be out riding his bicycle 
these days. 
 
On the front page, Kathy writes about 
her conversion during her child rearing 
years. Now she spends her free time 
enjoying her six grandchildren.   
 
Art and I are deeply grateful to my Aunt 
Kathy and Uncle Rick, Mary Parker, 
Rachel White and Angela Wildermuth 
who have volunteered hours of their 
time to care for our son, Juan Carlos, 
since he came in March ‘07. And 
speaking of Carlitos, his other mom, 
Wendy, continues to visit him often. It 
was with great joy that Art and I at-
tended her high school graduation. 
Wendy earned a 3.7 GPA and will re-
ceive an academic scholarship upon 
entering college in the Fall! 
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Archbishop Carroll High School contin-
ues to fill our pantry each November 
and serve Thursday dinners in McPher-
son Square. Jack McHale and friends 
from Our Lady Queen of Peace make 
and share Thursday dinners once a 
month. Tony DeCristofaro and St. 
Mary’s continue their kindness to our 
ministries. Blessed Sacrament, Martin 
Sheen, and so many families support 
us throughout the year.  
 
We have been entertaining angels in 
the form of Patrick McNelis, Eve Tetaz, 
Sheryl Sherman, Tucker Flythe, Daniel 
Moss, Kathleen Frana,  Mary Whittaker 
Luciana Andrade, Christine Haider, and 
Alex Winnett. It seems like they walk in 
the door just when we need a little (or a 
lot) of help!   
 
Angelita has lived up to her name of 
“little angel” by providing cilantro year 
round in our garden. Leon grew up on a 
farm in North Carolina, and he has 
been growing tomatoes, cabbage and 
beets. Kathy and Michael Walli planted 
our garlic that will be harvested in July. 
Mike and Eda have planted tomatoes, 
lettuce, basil, and peppers.   
 
The Patience, Joe, and Therese Rob-
bins have been of special support to us 
all this year, and Eda and Mike are es-
pecially grateful for the time they have 
shared with them in their monthly re-
treats.  The whole community thanks 
Joe for his help in acquiring a newer 
computer for the house.  It was instru-
mental in the production of this newslet-
ter. 
 
I give thanks to God for all of the won-
derful blessings that our community has 
received. Thank you for being part of 
our extended community and for all of 
the ways that you lift us up in prayer 
and love. 

DOROTHY DAY 
CATHOLIC WORKER 

 
LOCATION 
503 Rock Creek Church Road NW 
Washington, DC  20010 
 
Ph:  202.882.9649 or 202.829.7625 
Email:  DCcatholicworker@gmail.com 
Blog Address: 
www.DCcatholicworker.wordpress.com 
 
PEOPLE 
Kathy Boylan 
Art Laffin (artlaffin@hotmail.com) 
Colleen McCarthy (csm91@hotmail.com) 
Eda Uca-Dorn (eda.uca.dorn@gmail.com) 
Mike Uca-Dorn (mike.uca.dorn@gmail.com) 
 
PLEASE JOIN US! 
Monday 
7:00-8:00 a.m.— Pentagon Peace Vigil 
 
Wednesday 
8:00 a.m. — Food Collection 
9:00 a.m. — Clothing Distribution 
10:00 a.m.— Food Distribution 
 
Thursday 
1:30 p.m.— Prepare meal to share with 
      homeless friends 
4:30 p.m.. — Share meal at 16th & H; 
        15th & K 
6:00 p.m. — Community Meal @     
        DDCW 
 
Friday 
12:00-1:00 p.m. —White House Peace 
    Vigil 
7:30 p.m. — Clarification of Thought– 
       Speaker Series (First    
       Friday of each month,  
       none during July or  
       August) 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

August 6-9 Hiroshima-Nagasaki  
Faith & Resistance Retreat  

For info see: www.jonahhouse.org  or  
www.DCcatholicworker.wordpress.com 

 HAPPY 75th  
ANNIVERSARY to the  

CATHOLIC WORKER! 
 

Christ commanded His followers 
to perform what Christians have 
come to call the Works of Mercy: 
feeding the hungry, giving drink 
to the thirsty, clothing the naked, 
visiting the sick and the prisoner 
and burying the dead. Surely a 

simple program for direct action, 
and one enjoined on all of 

us...And how opposite a pro-
gram this is to the works of war 
which starve people by embar-
goes, lay waste the land, de-

stroy homes, wipe out popula-
tions, mutilate and condemn 

millions more to confinement in 
hospitals and prisons…Love and 
ever more love is the only solu-

tion to every problem that comes 
up…We repeat, there is nothing 

we can do but love, and dear 
God—please enlarge our hearts 
to love each other, to love our 
neighbor, to love our enemy as 

well as our friend.   
  - Dorothy Day                             

If you didn’t know our friend, Tom 
Lewis, then you will encounter his gen-
tle spirit as well as his art work through-
out our paper. I miss his presence at 
our gatherings, and it is a privilege to 
share a little of his beauty within these 
pages.  
 
Throughout this newsletter you will see 
the handiwork of Eda and Mike Uca-
Dorn. I was happy to be a part of their 
wedding festivities last August and de-
lighted when they chose to join us in 
January. In addition to being good writ-
ers, computer savy and enjoying their 
first year of marriage, they are also 
practical. Mike fixes things around the 
house before anyone notices they are 
broken while Eda invites us to pray to-
gether.  
 
Former community member, Gary 
Ashbeck, and Eden Coughlin cele-
brated their wedding and welcomed 
their son, Noah, into the world. Lucky 
for us, Eda and Mike are Noah’s god-
parents, so we have enjoyed  visits 
from this new little family. We are grate-
ful to Gary for all his electrical work. 
 
Family case worker, Laura Somel, from 
Mary Center was not taking “no” for an 
answer  when she called on us to 
house Nataly who was due to have her 
baby any minute. Laura attended the 
birth of Nataly’s son, Michael, born on 
February 9 and has been an excellent 
source of support for this new family. 
Michael’s dad, Santos, visits and helps 
to care for his son.  
 
Aaron was born to Lidia in October of 
2007 and they moved  to DDCW in 
March. She was brought to us by our 
friend Emily Robbins of Ayuda. Both 
Lidia and Nataly have been studying 
English at The Family Place, and are 
anxious to begin preparing for the GED 
and continue their English studies at 
Carlos Rosario International Charter 
School in September. We are hoping 
for space to open at the daycare for 
both boys at Mazique Parent Child Cen-
ter. Please keep this intention in your 
prayers.  
 
Noemy has worked hard at Carlos 
Rosario ICS to pass to Level Three 
English class and she will be practicing 
the Math section of the GED this sum-
mer. If you or someone you know 
speaks Spanish and would like to tutor 
her for an hour or two, she would ap-
preciate the help! 
 
We are expecting two new additions 
here at the end of summer. Sr. Rose, 
plans to move in with us. She is most 
recently from Haiti, but she was born 
and raised here in the District. Griselda, 
who advanced to Level 5 English class,  
 
 
 

Loaves and Dishes  
By Colleen McCarthy 

CURRENT HOUSE NEEDS 
 

Baby High Chairs 
 

Lamps 
 

Dresser 
 

Refrigerator 
 

Sturdy Folding Chairs 


